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constructing and those in finding. He does not deny that the mind con- 
structs many things known — fancies, for instance — but he contends that 
when it does this it bears an entirely different relation to its objects from 
when it knows them. In mere knowing there is no constructing. It is 
accordingly the great contention of the book that in knowing we are simply 
' finding ' or ' discovering ' the ' given.' Find, discover, given, — these are 
the key-words of the discussion. "For 'constructing,' where possible read 
'finding'" enjoins Mr. Laird near the close of his argument (p. 201). In, 
this connection he says, "It must be admitted that the contrast between 
knowledge as making and knowledge as finding, seems peculiarly hollow 
on its first aspect. . . . Yet realists must admit, I think, that this curt no- 
tice [the one quoted above] is one of the most compendious and one of 
the least inadequate ways of putting their main contention. . . . The con- 
sequences of this theoretical difference are very important indeed. ... If 
knowledge is only fabricating, it is clearly idle to conjecture whether its 
fabric corresponds to any reality other than itself. ... I make no apology 
for calling the reader's attention, once again, to a most elementary point. 
Even if knowledge is always a construction, this account of it would be 
incomplete. For knowledge implies the recognition or apprehension of 
constructions as well as the making of them. . . . Our thesis ... is that 
anything which is known is therefore given. . . . That has been the prin- 
cipal contention of this book . . ." (pp. 201-203). Consistently with this, 
it is held that universals, principles, and values are not constructed when 
they are known, but are ' found,' their nature being unchanged by the 
process of knowledge. 

Alfred H. Jones. 
Brown University. 

Collected Essays and Reviews. By William James. New York and 

London, Longmans, Green & Co., 192a — pp. x, 516. 

The editor, Professor Perry, says in his preface : " This volume brings 
together for the convenience of students thirty-nine scattered articles and 
reviews by William James. None of these has heretofore appeared in 
book form, and many have been lost sight of and forgotten. The present 
volume when added to those already published will render easily accessible 
nearly all of the author's significant writings." After reminding us that 
for over forty years, from 1868 up to within a few months of his death 
in 1910, James wrote essays, articles, and reviews almost continuously, 
the editor adds : " Among the periodical writings omitted from previous 
volumes are many which are of great value for the light which they throw 
upon James's own development and his relations with his contemporaries, 
as well as for their philosophical and psychological content. ... In addi- 
tion to these the present volume contains a number of reviews which were- 
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originally published unsigned, and whose authorship has not heretofore 
been announced." 

Posthumous publication is always rather a dangerous business: even 
when the deceased author's wishes are known, they cannot always be 
followed safely, and, in proportion to the fame of the author, there is a 
great temptation to print matter that is not worthy of his reputation. 
William James has been fortunate in this respect. Professor Perry's 
editorial work has been excellent from the beginning, and it is difficult to 
see how he could have managed the present problem better. Not an essay 
is included that is not still interesting from some point of view and the 
general impression of freshness is remarkable, considering some of the 
earlier dates. This is the one volume of James's published works which 
covers the whole period of his intellectual activity; as such, needless to 
say, it is the best of commentaries. For example, James's " Remarks on 
Spencer's Definition of Mind as Correspondence" (1878) shows how early 
he indicated his characteristic position. As Professor Perry remarks in 
a note (p. 43), "The central idea of this essay is the teleological char- 
acter of mind. This idea may be said to be the germinal idea of James's 
psychology, epistemology, and philosophy of religion." 

Naturally a large proportion of these essays and reviews deal with psy- 
chology. The long essay (70 pp.) on "The Feeling of Effort" (1880), 
originally printed in the Anniversary Memoirs of the Boston Society of 
Natural History, and partly utilized, with revisions, in the Principles of 
Psychology, is reprinted entire. As the editor points out, this is the 
author's earliest discussion of the will. Again, " What is an Emotion ? " 
(1884), is reprinted from Mind. This was James's original statement of 
his theory, before he was acquainted with Lange's views. Naturally also 
James's "A Plea for Psychology as a 'Natural Science'" (1892) is re- 
printed from the Philosophical Review. These are only samples of the 
psychological essays. 

Particularly interesting is James's review of Royce's Religious Aspect of 
Philosophy (1885), written in the days before he had hardened his heart 
against all possible forms of idealism. It is also interesting to have in its 
original form "Philosophical Conceptions and Practical Results" (1898), 
delivered before the Philosophical Union of the University of California, 
since this started the pragmatist movement. It is not inappropriate that 
the last paper reprinted should be "A Suggestion about Mysticism" 
(1910), written about six months before James's death. 

Ernest Albee. 
Cornell University. 



